
 
 

 

January 21, 2004 

 

I would like to wish a very happy 2004 and a great flying year to all of our 

club members! 

Our elections in November of last year produced the following slate: 

President - Frank Blain 

Vice-Pres. - Steve Harris 

Sec/Treas. - Mark Stafford 

Field Marshall - Doug McWha 

This has been a pretty wet winter so far, but there have been a few good 

flying days. too. The runway is still fairly firm, though a little bumpy with the gross 

knobs. The pit area is a muddy mess, so please be careful when you are there. 

This week we will attempt to roll the runway with a roller and, as soon as it 

warms up, we will over-seed and fertilize. I am checking on getting some straw to 

put over the muddy pit area. It is cheaper and I think it will do the job. We won’t 

be able to blow the bark on until it dries up, because the truck would destroy our 

driveway. 

We had a little flooding about the first of the year with little or no damage 

to the field. I think we should, however, raise the truck box about 12” to eliminate 

water getting inside of it. 

Dan Thomas has volunteered to head up a building project for a shed to 

cover the old lawnmower. He said he could get the materials and all we would 

need are some helpful hands and a little sunshine. 

With the arrival of the new year, it is time to renew your club dues and card. 

If you haven’t paid your $100.00 field assessment, you have 6 months to do so. 

Also, at the November meeting, it was approved to allow associate non-flying 

memberships for those members who do not fly and still want to be a part of our 

club. They do not have to pay the field assessment. Any member who is finding he 

is unable to pay current financial obligations to the club in full, will be considered 

for a special circumstances allowance so that he can continue to fly without being 

totally current with regard to his club debt. This will be handled under complete 

privacy and is at the discretion of the club president. We want to make your 

membership as enjoyable as possible and keep our club together. 

 



I am so very sorry to have to inform air members of the sudden and very un-

expected death of barrel Cheshire during the holiday season. He was an 

enthusiastic flyer and a truly wonderful man. We will miss him greatly. Our next 

meeting Will be held of the Eugene Country Club, 255 Country Club Road, 

Eugene, Oregon. Enter the twain doors in front of The clubhouse and proceed 

through the door to the left off the entry.. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

instead of 7:00 p~.tn. on Tuesday. January 27, 2004. Please bring your new planes 

with you for Show and Tell. 

 

 

See you Tuesday! 

 

Frank Blain 

345-7449 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

February 17, 2004 

 

We have had a mix of rain, fog and some sunny days so for this month. 

Several members have been flying on The good days. even with the added 

challenge of muddy ground, but the runway has been pretty dry and smooth for 

the winter. I am looking forward to being able to get the field in shape for our 

flying season. 

Mrs. Cheshire has asked for some help in selling all of Darrel’s planes and 

equipment. If you have interest in some of these items, please give me a call. I am 

going to talk with her this week to see if we can try to help her with them. 

Paul Schmitt has contacted me to see if someone in the club may have 

interest in buying his 519 Somethin’ Extra N.I.B. kit with an OS LA 40cc engine, 2 

props, tank, wheels and a 4-channel Lazer FM Hi Tec radio, all for $200.00, new in 

boxes. His phone no. is 935-9547. 

Mark Stafford will be handing out name tags for the meetings, so now we (I) 

will know names and. faces. Please don’t wear them out the door. We will be 

collecting them after the meeting to be used for the upcoming ones, too. 

I am building a scratch—built I/4-scale Glasair from kC. Airplanes plans. It is 

quite a challenge because the plans don’t show all the formers and leave most of 

the details to your imagination. It is still a lot of fun to try. I am sure it will take 

awhile to complete. 

Our next meeting will be held at the EWEB building, Tuesday. Feb. 24 at 

7:00 PM. Gary McClellan will be giving a demonstration on aerobatic maneuvers. 

Be sure to bring any of your interesting planes or equipment for Show and Tell. 

See you there! 

 

 

Frank Blain, President 

345-7449 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

March 21, 2003 

 

Here we are, nearly in April, enjoying the Spring rains, but knowing that our 

beautiful sunny days will be becoming more frequent as well - And those are the 

days we fly! 

I haven’t been flying much at all during This month because I have spent 

much of my free time, deep within the walls of my shop, building a new Dyna-

Flight giant scale Chipmunk. All of the hard work is done, which includes the 

gluing (I am seemingly very allergic to this glue, with my asthma), so after a lot of 

sanding and several hours of covering, it will be ready to go. 

I lost my last Chipmunk because I forgot to put up my antenna and had a 

“fatal” crash. I sure hope I don’t do that again! I think I definitely need to use a 

check-off list before I take off. 

I have talked to a greens keeper about what kind of fertilizer we should use 

on the new field. He advised waiting until the first part, of April and using some 

16-16-16. When the ground out there dries up enough to walk on, we will give it a 

shot. 

This month’s meeting will be held at The EWEB building at the new time of 

7:00 pm, Tuesday, March 25. This new time should be better for most of us. The 

demonstration will be given by Clayton Foster on how to program your computer 

radio. I am looking forward to learning a lot about that subject. At lease bring 

your new planes for Show and Tell. Also, a reminder about your dues and 

addresses and phone numbers for our roster. 

See you there! 

 

Frank Blain 

345-7449 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

April 22,  2004 

 

If you didn’t attend our Sportsman Primer on April 10th, you missed a great 

time! Gary McClellan and his friends from his pattern-f lying club did a wonderful 

job of organizing and running a fine primer contest. We had about 15 participants 

and many more spectators. The meet started at 9:00 a.m. and continued until 

about 4:00 p.m. It was truly enjoyable. A special thanks goes to Bill Broich and 

Doug McWha for mowing the runway and surrounding grassy areas. Also, kudos 

to Mark Stafford who brought the hamburgers, hot dogs and pop, and the ladies 

who provided the cookies, brownies and salads. Congratulations to the 3 winners 

of The contest: 1st place - Spencer Harris, 2nd place - Grant Sharp, 3rd place. Steve 

Harris. 

Now, for some less-favorable news. Mr and Mrs. Marty Smith are very upset 

about our noise and flying too near to their property. They want us to leave our 

flying field badly enough that they have been contacting the other neighbors to 

get them to write protest letters to Otto Glausi, our landlord. He forwarded them 

on to me. It appears from the letters that we have been flying planes that are 

much too loud, we start flying too early and keep it up too late. Last Friday, I 

visited four of The people and asked them how we could improve the situation 

short of vacating. I was told that if we could start flying at 9:00 a.m. and quit by 

5:00 p.m. it would help very much. We seem to have several planes that are 

particularly noisy. I assured them that we would address these matters and correct 

them if at all possible. For this purpose. I will purchase a decibel meter so That we 

can test our planes for excessive noise. Any that are over 90 decibels will have to 

have a new muffler applied to them or they will not be allowed to be flown at our 

field. I am sorry that this has come up, but our only other choice is to lose our field. 

We will be discussing this and other problems at the meeting, so I hope we have a 

large turnout for it. Come with ideas on how to rebuild some bridges with the 

neighbors there. The meeting will be Tues. April 27 at 7:00 p.m. at EWEB building. 

Bring Show and Tell items. 

 

Frank Blain, President 

345-7449 

 



 
 

 

May 20, 2004 

 

Spring is rapidly fading into summer, during which many refit sunny flying 

days will be upon us. The field is in terrific shape, Thanks to Doug McWha and 

others who have been faithfully mowing and trimming as necessary. 

Gary McClellan and several other members successfully moved the van box 

onto The trailer. Thank you, Gary, for your two wreckers. This should solve the 

problem with the County. 

We have received two more letters complaining about The noise at The 

field. I can’t express strongly enough how serious this problem has become. I 

know that many of you have addressed the noise problems with better mufflers 

and flying only during the requested hours, particularly the 9:00 a.m. starting 

time. I want to continue to challenge each of you members to try to have the 

quietest plane at the field. There is plenty of technology out there to meet our 

needs for quiet flying. Also, flying over the road area will keep us as far as possible 

from the Marty Smith residence. I know it will be difficult to satisfy Mr. and Mrs. 

Smith. but I have talked to several other neighbors and they feel we are trying to 

be considerate of them. The later starting time has made them much happier. 

At this next meeting, we will be discussing what else we can do to 

cooperate with the neighborhood’s concerns. I think that we will be able to save 

our field if we police ourselves. 

Otto Glausi has suggested that we have a meeting involving our club 

officers and a committee of neighbors to discuss any problems that the 

surrounding residents may have and how to solve them. This would seem to be a 

good idea. We will be addressing This at the meeting next week, to be held at the 

EWEB Building at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 25. Bring your planes for Show and Tell. 

See you then. 

 

Frank Blain, President 

345-7449 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

September 21, 2004 

 

 

Well, as most of our club members know by now, our flying field has been 

sold to Marty Smith. He apparently made an offer to Otto Glausi that couldn’t be 

passed up. So, our last day to fly will be Thursday, September 30. We have been 

looking hard for a different piece of land that would work for us. So far, we have 

just a few possibilities. 

I have contacted the person in charge of the City of Eugene Open Spaces. 

Johnny Medlin. He has been very helpful in checking out the various areas that 

are possibly available. I have an appointment with him and the waste water 

management supervisor of the City of Eugene. We have located some property on 

Beacon Drive in Santa Clara. It would be a perfect spot for a new field. They 

haven’t said “No!” so far and are willing to discuss the situation. I will show them 

some pictures of the old field and try to sell them on our low impact uses. In the 

meanwhile, if any of you know of some land in This area that we might lease, 

please let me know. 

We will be having our meeting this month at the EWES building on Tues., 

September 28, at 7:00 PM. I hope that we have a good turnout so that we can 

discuss the future of our c1ub~-and-the status of a new field. I also hope very 

much that we will stick together as a club and try to work out these problems. We 

are optimistic that we will be flying at a new field as soon as possible. 

 

Frank Blain 

345-7449 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

October 20, 2004 

 

At our next meeting we will be discussing the situation about our flying 

field possibilities. I have a little bad news about the Beacon Drive property north 

of Eugene. I was informed by the person who heads up the Wastewater 

Management of the City of Eugene that because of so many federal and state 

regulations regarding waste water and its contact with the public, it would be 

impossible for us to have a flying field on that site. Therefore, that field is gone. I 

attended the Central Lane club meeting and talked to them about our using the 

Cinderella Field at Creswell. The field is in pretty poor condition because they 

haven’t been using it for quite a while. Doug McWha and I borrowed Mark 

Staffords mower and did a rough mowing of the field and pit area. Doug will mow 

it closer as soon as the weather permits. We can start flying at the field now. We 

also cut down some blackberry vines at the end of the field. With a lot of work, the 

field will do nicely until a new one can be found. I am meeting this Friday with the 

Sec-Treasurer of the Central Lane club concerning an agreement for our use of the 

field. 

I have been finishing my scratch-built GlasAir plane. It has been quite a 

project. I hope to have it done for Show & Tell at the meeting. It looks like the rains 

are here and that means time to build that new plane you have waiting. I want to 

encourage you to bring in your projects for showing the rest of us. 

I am sure that there will be lots of questions concerning the future of our 

club, so I hope you will come and express your Thinking and possible suggestions 

about how we can best acquire a site soon. I am sure that something will work out 

before long. 

 

See you Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. at the EWEB building 

 

Frank Blain 

345-7449 

 

 


